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Community Assistance
September’s Project: Lady Troopers
 Small (Dessert)Plates & Napkins
 Individually wrapped/package:  
         Candy
                       Beef  Jerky
                       Crackers
                       Red Licorice
                       Chips
                       Hot Chocolate
 Lemonade Mix
 Coffee
 Packaged Cookies for Redeployment

See inside for more!!

   When was Fort  
   Riley founded    
   and what was the  
   original name of  
   the Post?

Practice Question 

It’s back to school time!  Brush off that history book 
and learn more about our historic Division and Post!  
We are surrounded by fascinating history!  Be ready 
to “wow” your family with your knowledge about the 
BRO and Fort Riley next time they visit!  You don’t 
like history you say?  What about some great Polish 

Pottery as prizes!!  Come and join the fun!

Lunch begins at 11:30 at the Convention Center, 
Courtyard by Marriott in Junction City.  Come and 
enjoy a make your own pasta and salad buffet! Fet-
tuccine noodles served with your choice of marinara 
or Alfredo sauce, tossed with grilled chicken.  Fresh 
green salad served with an assortment of dressings 
and warm garlic rolls.   Make your reservations today!
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        Honary President
Theresa Piscal,
        Senior Advisor
Denise Ott, President
Jessica Smith, 1st V.P.
Leigh Timmerman, 2nd V.P. 
Angela Durham, Secretary
Rachel Polen, Treasurer
Julie Todd, 
        Childcare Coordinator
Jennifer Fitzgerald,
        Community Assistance
Charm Norris, 
        Custer’s Cottage Liaison
Kim Marsh, Historian
Colleen Bay, Hospitality
Barb Patterson, Membership
Kelly Kreis, Parliamentarian
Plain Talk Editor, Vacan
Plain Talk Manager, Vacant
Lizzie Wilbeck, 
        Property Manager
Deanie Richardson,
        Publicity
Kelley McElroy, Reservations
Quita Steggeman, 
        Retiree Representative
Lynsey Vermeesch, 
        Special Activites
Kristin Jones, Webmaster

“The objective of  this 
association shall be to provide 
social and educational
opportunities to its members 
and ! nancial support
primarily to the military
community through the
Community Assistance Fund.”
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Denise Ott
09-10 OCSC President

Welcome and Welcome back to the Fort Riley OCSC.  Thank you all for joining 
us at our Welcome Luau"  We accept membership all year long, so never think 
it’s too late to join"  I look forward to a great year full of  new friendships and 
lots of  fun.  

First, let me tell you a little about myself.  My husband and I are originally from 
Nebraska.  I’ll refrain from saying “Go Big Red” in Wildcat territory"  We love 
being in the Heartland"  We actually were set up on a blind date 17 years ago and 
have been married for 15"  We have two children, Daniel, 9 and Chloe 5.  Both 
continue to amuse and amaze me every day"  We also have Clarabelle, a rescued 
Golden Retriever we found skinny, hungry and matted wondering around in the 
woods at Fort Leavenworth.  Zeke, our fat ornery cat completes the Ott Circus.  
Aside from staying busy on Post with various organizations, I work full time 
as well.  Never a dull moment"  August and September are bittersweet months; 
while I’m very excited for my husband to return with 2nd Brigade, we had to 
bid farewell and Godspeed to 4th Brigade.  Please remember our fellow spouses 
that have a Soldier deployed and lend a helping hand when you can.   

I’m so proud to be invovled with OCSC"  Not only do we meet monthly for 
good food and fun, but OCSC is the largest welfare and schoarship organizia-
tion on Post"  Last year OCSC gave back over $16,000 to local scholarship and 
organizations.  Recipents last year included Fort Riley Combined Scholarship 
Committee, 1st Infantry Division Foundation, Junction City Junior Baseball 
Association, Hospice of  Geary County, Help Us Learn Give Us Hope, Central 
Kansas Military Community Foundation, Geary County School Foundation, 
Fort Riley USO, Lady Troopers and many more"  We do this through our fun 
fundraising events such as November’s Centerpiece auction, February Flock a 
Friend, and our basket auction in April. 

I’m honored to serve as president this year and look forward to meeting each 
of  you.  In a time when everyone is busy with deployments, work, school, and 
volunteering, think of  OCSC as place to come to renew your soul"  A time to 
laugh, relax and give back to your community.  We are planning some fun events 
so mark your calendars now"  If  you have any questions, comments or sugges-
tions about OCSC, please don’t hestiate to contact me"  I look forward to hear-
ing from you"  

Best Regards,

Denise

President, 2009-2010                                                                            
deniseott@yahoo.com                                                                                                          
785-633-2781

Advertising in Plain Talk does 
not constitute of! cial
endorsement of  said
advertisement by the 1st Infantry 
Division, Fort Riley, the Fort 
Riley Of! cers’ and Civilians’ 
Spouses Club or the United 
States Army. Plain Talk is created 
by the Fort Riley Of! cers’ and 
Civilians’ Spouses Club members 
who volunteer their time and
talents to this effort. The Fort 
Riley Of! cers’ and Civilians’ 
Spouses Club reserves the right 
to refuse any ad or article at any 
time for any reason.



Reservations will be taken at luncheons for the next month on a • rst come, • rst serve basis or you can contact Julie 
Todd at 502-418-7878 or thatkindofangel@hotmail.com. In your message, please include your children’s names, 
ages, the facility you prefer (CDC or ASYMCA), and a phone number where you can be reached. All messages will 
be answered to con• rm your reservation.

Reservations must be made no later than the Sunday before the luncheon. If  you need to cancel after the deadline, 
please contact the ASYMCA or CDC directly. If  you do not cancel your reservation, you will be billed for the cost 
of  childcare.  Newborns 6 months and younger are welcome at OCSC luncheons. 

The ASYMCA is located at 111 East 16th Street in Junction City and the CDC is on Warren Road on Fort Riley. 
The time slot for luncheons is from 10:30 a.m. - 2:30 p.m. Cost for the CDC is $3.50 an hour per child. Cost for 
the ASYMCA is a • at rate for the time period:  Children over 2: $9.50 for the 1st child, $8.75 per additional child.  
Under 2: $10.25 for the 1st child, $9.50 per additional child.

OCSC Luncheon Reservation Policy
RESERVATIONS:
This year, our reservation policy is a bit different 
from the past.  You will be receiving an Evite invita-
tion through email this year.  It is a simple way to 
make reservations, for us to have a count, and for 
you to see who all is planning to attend that month’s 
luncheon.  Once the • rst one comes out, please make 
sure that Evite does not go to your Spam folder.  You 
can always email or call me for reservations too. 
Deadline:  Monday, 10 days prior to the luncheon.

CANCELLATIONS:
Guests will be responsible for their meal if  cancella-
tions are not made 72 hours in advance.

GUEST RESERVATIONS:  
When a member makes a reservation for a guest and 
the guest does not attend or cancels after the dead-
line, that member is responsible for the payment of  
the guest’s meal. Guests who are quali• ed for mem-
bership can come to a function one time with one 
member before being
required to join Ft. Riley OCSC.  Non-qualifying 
guests are welcome to attend an unlimited number of  
functions when in the company of  a current member.

RESERVATION TELEPHONE NUMBERS AND 
                                        ON-LINE RESERVATIONS:
Kelley McElroy:  784-2509 or 
                                     kelleymcelroy@yahoo.com.
*Please state your name clearly and give a meal choice, 
if   required, when leaving information on the
voicemail.
On-line reservation:  www.thefortrileyocsc.com

Childcare reservations are handled separately and can 
be made through Julie Todd. Julie can be reached at: 
502-418-7878 or thatkindofangel@hotmail.com.
      

TIRED OF RSVPing EVERY MONTH?     
If  you would like to make a permanent reservation, 
we are asking that you pay $126 for the entire year, 
upfront.  If  you are unable to make a luncheon that 
you have already paid for, please let me know 72 
hours in advance from the luncheon and your money 
for that luncheon will be refunded.  
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OCSC Childcare Reservation Policy

Find us on Facebook!!  
Fort Riley Officer & 

Civilian Spouses’ Club!



2009-2010 Board Spotlight
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Jessica Smitht
1st Vice President

     Hi!  My name is Jessica Smith and this will be my second year serving 
                                          as 1st VP.  I was born and raised in Louisville, Kentucky.  I attended 
Bellarmine University where I received my bachelors degree in nursing.   I worked in a pediatric 
intensive care unit for eight years prior to getting married and moving to Fort Riley.  My husband 
Tom and I had our • rst baby, Alysa in December.  Alysa and I are anxiously awaiting his arrival 
back from Iraq!  We are also expecting baby #2 in January!  I am looking forward to another great 
year!

Julie Todd
Childcare Coordinator

                           My name is Kelly Kreis and I’ve been a military spouse for over 15 
                                           years and an Army “Brat” for 24 years prior to that.  My husband, 
Paul, and I met in Clarksville, TN 17 years ago while he was a LT at Ft Campbell.  We have 2 
awesome boys; Nick who is 13 and Josh who is 6. I enjoy spending time with family and friends, 
volunteering and working for the Military Child Education Coalition. I live on post and love 
Fort Riley and the surrounding communities.

My name is Julie Todd.  This my second year as Childcare Coordinator 
for the OCSC.  I am originally from Pullman, Washington.  My husband
has been in the military for 7 years and we have two kids, Megan, 6 and William, 2.   I enjoy 
reading, watching TV and movies and arts and crafts.  I am active in the FRG and am looking 
forward to the end of  our • rst deployment when my husband comes home with 2nd BDE. 

Kelly Kreis
Parliamentarian



e
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Kelley McElroy
Reservations

Quita Steggeman
Retiree Representative

 I have been an Army wife for almost 35 years and have held almost every board
 position in OCSC-OWC. I was the OWC president at Ft. Riley in 1997-98 and
am active in Lady Troopers, Old Trooper Regiment Inc, and HASFR. We came to Ft. Riley in 1997 and 
retired here in 2002. My husband is currently the HR Director for Ft. Riley. I took up golf  again after re-
tirement…haven’t improved very much, still call myself  a “beginner golfer.” I enjoy cooking and traveling, 
but get to do very little of  either. I have two sons, both graduated from JCHS. Our oldest son Brian is an 
HR specialist in Kansas City. Eric works at Ft. Riley for DFAS and lives in Manhattan. We also have a huge 
Golden Retriever “Trooper,” whom you may see walking me occasionally in our neighborhood. I love living 
so close to Ft. Riley and keeping the connections with my military family. I hope more of  my fellow retirees 
will join OCSC - I would be happy to reserve a table each month at the OCSC functions just for them!

      I'm Kelley McElroy, currently serving as the Reservations chair 
      for the 2009-2010 year.  I'm a Texas girl at heart (born and 
raised).  I married my college sweetheart, Colin, almost 6 years ago.  We have one daughter, 
Melanie who is 3.  I enjoy cooking, sewing, and being with my family and friends in my 
spare time.

In addition to our monthly luncheons, OCSC members are also able to enjoy many additional
activities, such as the Fit Club, the Gourmet Club, the Book Club and the Bowling League. If you are 
interested in any of these activities or would like to start another club, please contact Lynsey
Vermeesch at 784-8313.

  

 In addition to our monthly luncheons, OCSC members are also able to enjoy many additional
 activities, such as the Fit Club, the Gourmet Club, the Book Club and the Bowling League. If   
 you are interested in any of these activities or would like to start another club, please contact 
 LynseyVermeesch at 784-8313. 

 Bowling begins Tuesday Sept 15th at 10am. If you are interested or
 have questions, please call Denine at 784-2262.

Watch for next month’s Plain Talk to meet more of the 
2009-2010 OCSC Board!

Special Activities
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There are no strangers here; Only friends you haven’t yet met. --William Butler Yeats

Fort Riley OCSC Quote of the Month:

Community Assistance

Last year, OCSC raised over $16,000 to give back to our community!  
Throughout the year we also took in donations for various Post and  
community organizations.  This year we are continuing that tradition!  

I am pleased to announce that OCSC, ESC, BOSS and 
Garrison will be partnering on Operation Santa Claus!  
Not only are we going to start accepting donations 
of toys at the September luncheon, but we are also 
going to start recruting volunteers!  Please bring an unwrapped 
toy (please no stuffed animals) to the luncheon!  

Also in the month of September we will be accepting donations for Lady 
Troopers of Junction City.  Many of you may not know the Lady Troop-
ers, but if your Soldier has deployed, he knows them as the ‘cookie la-
dies!”  The Lady Troopers are at every single deployment and redeploy-
ment regardless of the time and regardless of weather.  They are there 
sending our Soldiers off with pockets full of cookies, a big hug and kind 
words!  Let’s help them restock their supplies!  Please see the front page 
for the list of items currently needed by the Lady Troopers!

   For every item you bring in to donate, you’ll be able  
   to put your name in the basket for a drawing.  The   
   more items you bring, the more opportunities to win a  
   special treat!  Don’t forget!!

        Next month we will continue to donate to Operation Santa  
                 Claus and will also be accepting donations of nonperishable 
      food to help some of our less fortunate families this Holiday Season.

      For more information, please contact Jennifer Fitzgerald at 
 (315) 542-2413 or jteach79@hotmail.com.
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Come Join Us in 2009-2010!
11:00 a.m. - 11:30 a.m. Social 

11:30 - 1 p.m. Lunch & Program
*dates & times are subject to change

October 16, 2009, Riley’s     Casino Night
     Social Hour:  6:30, Dinner & Gaming begin at 7!  Come 
     prepared to have lots of fun and raise money for our community!

November 19, 2009, Marriott    Centerpiece Auction
     Our annual Centerpiece Auction!  Have your coffee groups begin thinking   
     about your unit centerpiece!  What a great way to begin your Holiday Season!  

December 17, 2009, Riley’s    Holiday Celebration
     Join us for a fun and relaxing luncheon before the winter break!

January 21, 2010, Marriott    Make It, Bake It, Buy It, Grow It
     This will be fun you don’t want to miss!  Be watching for more information!

February 18, 2010, Riley’s     Mardi Gras
     Come and enjoy the festivities!

March 26, 2010, Marriott     Basket Auction
     What a fun night!  It’s never too early to start thinking about the annual      
     Basket Auction!  Our big fundraiser of the year!

April 15, 2010, Riley’s     Disciplinary Barracks Bingo
      A great opportunity to play bingo for some great prizes!  Can’t make it to the    
      luncheon, no worries!  You can also pre-order wrought iron!

May 20, 2010, Marriott        Derby Farewell and Of• cer Installation
      Join us to welcome the new OCSC Board for 2010-2011 and say goodbye to  
      some of our friends who will be PCS’ing.  Wear your best Derby Hat!!  Prizes for     
      the best hats!

Reservation deadline is Monday, 10 days prior to the luncheon.   Contact Kelley McElroy 
at 784-2509 or kelleymcelroy@yahoo.com to make your reservation.

Spread the OCSC spirit - bring a friend!
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WE WANT YOU!!
 We want you for the OCSC Board!  

    Positions still available:  
       Plain Talk Manager and Editor.  

       
Please contact Denise Ott at 

       (785) 633-2781 or deniseott@yahoo.com 
for more information.

September:  Junction City Blue Jay Sports                    

                                    http://jchs.usd475.org/

September:  Manhattan Indians Sports                                                                                               

                                    http://www.usd383.org/Schools/Secondary/MHS/athletics.aspx

September:   Kansas State University Football & Volley Ball Schedules
   http://www.k-state.edu/athletics/ 

September 2:  Cross Canadian Ragweek Concert, Wareham Opera House, Manhattan
September 3:  First Thursday Wamego - An Art Walk, Wamego
September 4-6: Flint Hills Film Festival, junctioncity.org
September 6:  Buffalo BBQ, Milford State Park, Group Shelter
September 11-20:  Kansas State Fair, Hutchinson, KS, 800-362-3247
September 12-13: Dutch Mill Radio Hour, Wamego High School

September 10:  Comedian Doug Benson, Wareham Opera House, Manhattan

September 15: Kansas State University Orchestra, McCain Auditorium, Manhattan

September 18-20: Aggiefest 2009, Manhattan

September 18: The Second City, McCain Auditorium

September 19:  Fall Apple Day Festival, Artillery Parade Field

September 25-27: Becoming an Ourdoors-Woman, Rock Springs 4-H Center, JC

September 25-27:  The King and I, Junction City Little Theatre production at the Junction
   City Opera House
September 26:     Bugging Out in Manhattan, Kistler Beach Museum, Manhattan
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October Free Luncheon Opportunity
In each issue of  this year’s Plain Talk, we will be sharing our members’ favorite recipes and...WE NEED 
YOUR FAVORITE RECEIPE!!

All members that submit their favorite recipe to the Plain Talk Editor by the September luncheon will be 
entered into an opportunity drawing to attend the October lucheon for FREE! The winner will be an-
nounced at the September luncheon.

Please submit your recipe to the Editor at: fortrileyplaintalk@yahoo.com by September 17, 2009 or write 
your receipe down and give it to any board member at the September luncheon!
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Hildebrand Farms Daity
           Nothing is better than farm fresh milk!  Also a huge treat to take the kids to the farm to          
           get milk!  They also sell their milk at Dillons.  Farm store hours are Monday - 
           Saturday, 9-6.  North Highway 77, travel west on Rucker Road for 2 1/2 miles.  Farm 
           will be on your right.                                              5210 Rucker Road, Junction City
                                                                                         (785) 762-MILK
                                                                                         hildebrandfarmsdairy@gmail.com

C.L. Hoover Opera House
What a great evening out!  Historic 1880’s theatre recently renovated.  They have a great show 
line up for 2009-2010 and their tickets are reasonable.  Junction City’s Little Theatre also      
preforms at the Opera House.                                                                                            
                135 W. 7th Street, Junction City
                                                                                           (785) 238-3103
                                                                                            www.jcoperahouse.org

Hey Baby!
Wonderful selection and great customer service.  They even offer a discount when you show 
your OCSC card! 

                                                                                              322 C Southwind, Manhattan 
                                                                                              (785) 539-7000
                                                                                              www.heybabystore.com
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Scrapbook: Welcome Luau
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Bowling begins Tuesday Sept 15th at 10 am.  If you are interested or 
have questions, please call Denine at 784-2262.

September 2009                            www.thefortrileyocsc.com                            Page 12

September 5 - 14:  Kansas State Fair, Hutchinson, KS, 800-362-3247

September 10:  Hearts Apart Program, Army Community Service (ACS) building on Ft.
   Riley, 785-239-9435

September 10:  Toddler Fair, 10 a.m., Manhattan Public Library

September 13:  Christian Author Visit and Book Signing, Manhattan Public Library

September 14 - 19:  The Music Man, Junction City Little Theatre production at the Junction
   City Opera House

September 17:  Discover Riley’s Treasures, ACS, 785-239-9435

September 17:  Oh! Oh! Baby, It’s Your Day, New Parent Support Program at ACS,
   785-239-9435

September 20:  39th Annual Hillsboro Arts & Crafts Fair, 9 a.m. – 5 p.m., Hillsboro, KS,
   www.artsandcraftsfair.org

September 27:  Apple Days/Open House on the Infrantry Parade Field at Fort Riley

September 28:  International Film Series, 2 p.m., Manhattan Public Library

September 6 & 27:  Kansas State University Home Football Games,
   http://www.k-state.edu/athletics/

September 8, 12,
13, 17, 20, 27:  Kansas State University Home Volleyball
   Games, http://www.k-state.edu/athletics/

We will be pre-selling a limited number of pies again this year on a first-come, first-served basis. Pre-sales will be
 accepted during the following dates:  August 17, 2009 – September 11, 2009

Check or money order made payable to HASFR must accompany the order form at the bottom of this • yer. The 
form may be mailed to HASFR c/o Julie Snodderly, 444-D Carpenter Place, Fort Riley, KS 66442 or may be 
dropped off in the locked mailbox on the porch of the Custer House, Side B.
Pies are $8.52, frozen and unbaked
($8.52 includes sales tax)
Pies will be available for pick up on September 18th from 11:00am to 2:00pm and also from 4:30pm to 
7:00pm. Pick up location is BLDG 7856, Drum St. on Custer Hill. Please try to pick up your pie on this day 
and avoid longer lines on Apple Day, September 19.
**ALL PIES NOT PICKED UP BY 2:00PM ON SEPTEMBER 19 (APPLE DAY) WILL BE RESOLD**
Deadline for ordering is September 11. If ordering by mail, please mail order form and payment before the 
11th.  For additional information, or forms, email your request to snodderly@ymail.com.
_____________________________________________________________________________________

Name:_________________________________ Phone Number:________  _______________
Email:_______________________________________________________________________
Number of Pies: ___________________ X $8.52 = $_______________              _____________
Please include check or money order payable to HASFR. Pies will not be considered sold until payment is 
received. 
Would you like your e-mail address kept on • le to be sent a pre-order form next year? _____

HASFR APPLE PIE  PRE-SALE ORDER FORM

Volunteer Opportunities
           There are three ways you can help:
             1.  Pie-making will be Monday – Thursday, September 14 – 17.  There will be three shifts  
                  each day:  9:00 – 11:00am, 11:00am – 1:30pm, and 6:00 – 9:00pm.  
 
             2.  Volunteers on Friday will bake pies from 7:00 – 10:00am or 10:00am–1:00pm, an d
                  hand out pre-sold pies from 11:00am – 2:00pm or 4:30 – 7:00pm.  

             3. We will also need volunteers on Saturday, September 19, to sell pies, whole and by 
      the slice, at the booth.  Shifts on Saturday will run from 8:00 – 11:00am, 11:00 –  
      2:00pm, and 2:00 – 5:00pm.

*Volunteer location for Monday – Friday will be at Bldg 7856 on Drum Street.  Volunteers for Saturday will work at the HASFR booth on 
the Artillery Parade Field.  

To sign up your group or yourself, please contact:  Julie Snodderly at (785) 477-2677 or snodderly@ymail.com!



This year, each issue of  Plain Talk will focus on our monthly
luncheon topic, as well as our monthly community assistance 
organization. However, this newsletter belongs to Ft. Riley OCSC 
members!
To make sure this newsletter is providing you with the information 
you want, there will be a ‘Suggestions’ box at every luncheon this 
year.  If  you have any ideas on how to make Plain Talk a better
publication, please submit them at the next luncheon. Just look for 
the Suggestions box on the registration table. You can also email 
your ideas to: fortrileyplaintalk@yahoo.com.
We are always looking for articles to include in Plain Talk. If  you 
have a local business you love, tips on how to navigate Army 
services or how to get the best deal on a new car, we’d love to share 
your knowledge with all of  our members! All articles and
information can be emailed to fortrileyplaintalk@yahoo.com or you 
can mail your article to the Editor at:
  Fort Riley OCSC 
  Plain Talk Editor
  PO Box 2482
  Ft. Riley, KS 66442
We have many great businesses that are supporting the OCSC this 
year by advertising in Plain Talk. Please remember to let these
businesses know that we appreciate their support by visiting these 
businesses and mentioning the ads you see in Plain Talk. 
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September Birthdays
Ruth McCurry     3
Chris Bridges    5
Kim Hoyt     5
Sara Dvoracek     10
Kerstin Madden   17
Lynsey Vermeesch   23
Suzanne Schmidt   25
Mary Mooneyham   26 
Bo Sherwood    26



Custer’s Cottage adds new vendors monthly and receives weekly inventory. Check for fresh and exciting 
changes every month!

We’re your one-stop shop for hail/farewell gifts, baby shower gifts, Christmas gifts and special Big Red One 

and Fort Riley gifts!

We currently have a great selection of  unique Fort Riley gifts, including:
s  Ghost Tours books
s  Fort Riley prints and notecards
s  T-shirts and apparel
s  Handbags

Open 5 Days A Week!

Hours: Tuesday-Friday 10 a.m. - 2 p.m.  s  Saturday 11 a.m. - 3 p.m.

Custer’s Cottage
is located in the

U.S. Cavalry Museum,
Building 205 on Fort Riley.

Fort Riley Of• cers and Civilians Spouses’ Club
P.O. Box 2482
Ft. Riley , KS 66442


